Comparison of Three Major Databases for Searching Veterinary Topics  

	
	Pub Med
	CAB Abstracts
	Web of Science

	General Subject Coverage
	Human medicine, but also veterinary medicine, nursing pharmacology, etc.
	All animal and plant sciences, including veterinary medicine
	Interdisciplinary,

including science, engineering medicine, veterinary medicine, and social sciences 

	Veterinary journal coverage
	93 veterinary journals. Begin dates vary 
	Hundreds of U.S. and international veterinary journals, complete indexing for most years. Book chapters and conference proceedings also included.
	More than 100 veterinary journals. Begin dates vary.


	Coverage Years
	1950’s- present
	1910- present
	1990-present

	Updates
	Daily
	Monthly
	Weekly

	Currency- indexing
	1 week- 2 months(est.)
	2-5 months (est.) 
	N/A

	Notes on indexing
	Animal tags and MeSH are not included for “Publisher supplied records" and records "in process”.  
	Subject headings (descriptors/identifiers) are limited-often too general
	Minimal indexing beyond title and abstract. Must use field tags and parenthesis for searching.

	Searching Tips
	Use "History" for complex Boolean searching
	Must use British and American spellings 
	Advanced search feature is awkward but allows Boolean searching; Citation searching is a special feature.


General rule: always use singular and plural forms for animals, e.g. cat, cats; dog, dogs; fox, foxes. Beware of truncating animal names, e.g. cat*, horse*, dog*











