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Dr. Matthew Mickas examining a patient.

Beginning January 1, 2007, the WSU Community Prac-
tice Service newsletter will be available to our readers 
via e-mail.  Instead of waiting for a hard copy in 
the mail, the newsletter will arrive in your e-mail 
inbox as a Web link to the WSU College of Vet-
erinary Medicine Web site to peruse at your conve-
nience. 

In it, you will be able to find out what’s new with 
the WSU Community Practice Service, pet health 
information, behavioral, nutritional, and safety tips, 
specialty services offered at the WSU Veterinary Teach-
ing Hospital, and the latest information on emerging 
small animal diseases.  You can also keep track of critical 
contact information for the Veterinary Teaching Hospi-
tal and college Web site. Online, the newsletter will also 
offer the advantages of Internet hotlinks to the people and 
programs you read about.

WSU Community Practice News at the Speed of Light!

The newsletter is published quarterly, and sent to 
teaching hospital clients, referring veterinarians, and pet 

lovers in general. 
If you would like to keep receiving the newsletter 

electronically for free, simply go online to the WSU 
College of Veterinary Medicine Web site at www.

vetmed.wsu.edu/depts-vth/newsletters/ and 
enroll.  There, previous issues of the Community Prac-
tice Service newsletter can also be found.  Those who 
prefer a hard copy of the newsletter can subscribe 
for a $25 annual fee to receive four quarterly issues 

by U.S. Mail.  To request a hard copy, you can mail this 
slip to the address below, call 509-335-3100, or go to the 

WSU veterinary Web site.
 

Hard copy mailings to non-subscribers will cease on Janu-
ary 1, 2007, so be sure to reply soon.  

Name:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________  City/State/Zip_______________________________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________

❏  I would like to receive the WSU Community Practice Service Newsletter for free via e-mail and have included my 
e-mail address above.

❏  I would like to subscribe to the WSU Community Practice Service Newsletter to receive four quarterly issues via 
U.S. Mail.  Enclosed is my check for $25, made payable to WSU Veterinary Clinical Sciences.

❏  I would like to make a donation to the WSU College of Veterinary Medicine to support important small 
animal services and research being performed to improve pet health everywhere. Enclosed is my check, made 
payable to Washington State University Foundation.  

	 Or charge my   ❏ Visa  ❏ MasterCard     Signature________________________________________________________
	 Card # ______________________________________________________     Expiration Date: ________________________

Mail to:	Attn: Linda Wilson 
	 Washington State University, College of Veterinary Medicine
	 PO Box 646610
	 Pullman, WA 99164-6610

Dogs often breathe hard during strenu-
ous exercise, hot weather, or when they are 
excited. If heavy breathing is accompanied 
with a voice change, excessive panting, or 
a roaring or gasping sound when breathing 
in, the dog may have a paralyzed or partially 
paralyzed larynx. 

A normally functioning larynx or voice 
box will open when an animal breathes in 
and close when it is eating and drinking. For 
a dog with laryngeal paralysis, the muscles 
that connect to the larynx stop opening and 
closing, making its airway narrower than 
it should be and harder for the dog to get 
enough air. Occasionally, some dogs experi-
ence episodes in which the larynx closes so 
tight that they have an extremely hard time 
breathing and may even lose consciousness 
from lack of air. If this is the case, owners 
should seek veterinary assistance immedi-
ately.

Other dogs may experience only mild 
symptoms, especially if they have a seden-
tary lifestyle. Dogs with laryngeal paralysis 
may also cough or gag when eating, and 
sometimes may aspirate food into the lungs, 
which may cause a life-threatening case of 
pneumonia. 

In most cases, the cause for laryngeal 
paralysis is unknown, but it most commonly 
occurs in middle-aged to older large breed 
dogs such as Labrador retrievers and Irish 
setters.

“Sometimes it is associated with hypo-
thyroidism, neurologic diseases, or trauma, 
but very often we cannot identify a cause,” 
said Dr. Bonnie G. Campbell, of the small 
animal soft tissue surgery service at the WSU 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital. Overweight 
dogs may also experience more problems 
with larygneal paralysis. “The condition can 
take time to develop, but owners should get 
suspicious when they see their dog breathe 
with more effort on inspiration, often with a 
wheezing noise,” she said. “Sometimes there 
will also be a change in their voice or bark.”

Such was the case for “Teddy,” a 12-year-
old Labrador retriever owned by David and 
Ruth Rice of Pullman, Washington. “Her 
owners began to notice a noise when she 

Tessa—a chocolate lab, a 
breed commonly affected 
by laryngeal paralysis

was breathing that 
got steadily worse 
over the period of 
a year and a half,” 
said Dr. Raelynn 
Farnsworth, a 
Community Prac-
tice veterinarian at 
WSU who helped 
diagnose Teddy 
in January 2006. “She was also gagging about 
once a week, and her breathing got worse when 
she was excited or exercised.”

Dr. Farnsworth suspected laryngeal paraly-
sis, but ran several tests to rule out a mass in 
the throat or bronchitis, which may produce 
similar symptoms. When the test results came 
back normal, Teddy was sent to the WSU soft 
tissue surgery service for examination with a 
laryngeal scope. 

“To clarify a diagnosis, we put the dog under 
very light anesthesia and look at the larynx 
through its mouth with a lighted scope,” Dr. 
Campbell said. “The anesthesia is light enough 
so that the dog’s larynx would still be able to 
work if it could. Then we watch them breathe 
to see if the larynx is moving every time the 
dog inhales or if it just sits there. If it just sits 
there, that confirms our diagnosis of laryngeal 
paralysis.”

Fortunately, surgery can be performed to 
help a dog that has a paralyzed larynx. “It is a 
common surgery we do here at WSU, but be-
cause it is technically challenging, we get a lot 
of referrals for it,” Dr. Campbell said. 

The surgery involves placing a suture in such 
a way that it opens up one side of the larynx 
so the dog has a bigger opening to take air in 
through. “We only suture one side of the lar-
ynx because that opens it enough to relieve the 
dog’s symptoms without hopefully opening it 
enough to lead to aspiration,” she said.

“We don’t do surgery on all dogs with this 
problem because of that risk,” Dr. Campbell 
said. “With a bigger opening for the dog to 
breathe through, it may aspirate or inhale food 
more easily into the lungs, which can lead to 
pneumonia. There is about a 10 to 25 percent 

Continued on page 2

Why Come to WSU’s Veterinary Teaching Hospital and the Community Practice?
Every day, veterinarians at WSU’s 
College of Veterinary Medicine 
provide state-of-the-art medical care 
for animals and return them to their 
caring owners. From dogs, cats, and 
horses to parakeets, cattle, alpacas, 
llamas, and iguanas, animals from all 
walks of life are treated in our world-
class clinical teaching facilities. 

The Washington State University 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital (VTH) is open to the public 
without a referral 24 hours a day. It is a full-service hospital 
and referral center for the Pacific Northwest and western 
Canada. The teaching hospital is also part of the Department 
of Veterinary Clinical Sciences, one of three academic depart-
ments in the College of Veterinary Medicine. The hospital 
offers services to both large and small animals, as well as to 
some nearby livestock units. 

The VTH is a state-assisted $38 million facility that opened 
in September 1996. Each year, about 15,000 animals are 
treated here. The nearly three-acre facility encompasses the 
hospital, clinical laboratory, and epidemiological surveillance 
service, all under one roof. The central core provides space 
for surgery suites for small and large animals, clinical pathol-
ogy, seminar rooms, administrative areas, reception, special 
medicine and diagnostic areas, and the state’s only pharmacy 
dedicated exclusively to animals. 

The VTH enjoys the finest medical imaging capabilities 
available to veterinary medicine worldwide. WSU is one of 
the most advanced veterinary hospitals in the world with 
such sophisticated systems as magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI), computerized tomography (CT scan), and nuclear 
scintigraphy (bone scanning). In addition to these services, 
ultrasound, endoscopy, arthroscopy, laser surgery, and thera-
peutic technologies including surgery, medical management, 
and radiation therapy are available. 

Specialized medical treatments in certain areas are also 
available at the VTH. These include cancer treatments that 
involve advanced surgical techniques, radiation therapy pro-
vided by the college’s $2 million linear accelerator, chemo-
therapy, and palliative care. 

Client animals are treated by renowned specialists who are 
in the process of training compassionate and capable future 
veterinarians. Faculty in the Department of Veterinary Clini-
cal Sciences conduct research to enhance current knowledge 
of diseases, diagnostics, and treatment. WSU veterinarians 
have made recent advances in the diagnosis and treatment 
of brain tumors, neurological problems, and canine osteo-
arthritis. They’ve conducted field disease investigations 
affecting herds and flocks, and expanded our knowledge of 
exercise and cardiac physiology as well as the passive trans-
fer of immunity. 

The Community Practice at WSU offers primary veterinary 
care to animals owned by the public. It operates much like a 
private veterinary clinic. Examinations and treatments pro-
ceed more slowly than in private practices, however, because 
of the increased attention given to patients associated with 
training third- and fourth-year professional students and 
postgraduate students. A team approach including faculty, 
residents, students, and staff is used to evaluate patients. 

The Community Practice has 
in-house consultation services 
available for specialized diagnostic 
tests and treatments, including 
radiographic imaging, such as CT 
scans or MR imaging, and cancer 
treatment.

Hours of Operation
The Veterinary Teaching Hospital 

is open for large and small animal appointments from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. Emergency care service is 
also available for large and small animals on a 24-hour basis. 
Clients with animals in need of emergency care should call 
the hospital at 509-335-0711 before arrival. 

Fees
Fees on par with private practices are charged for all services 
provided by the VTH, with payment due in full at the time 
of service. Clients with animals treated as outpatients will be 
given an estimate of the cost before the service is provided, 
with payment due upon completion of the visit. 

Clients with hospitalized animals will also be given an 
estimate, with prepayment of half the estimate due upon 
admission. The other half is due when the animal is dis-
charged. Special payment plans may also be arranged. 

Directions
The WSU Veterinary Teaching Hospital is located on the 
Washington State University campus in Pullman off Stadium 
Way and Grimes Way across from Lighty Student Services 
Building. To get to the hospital, turn right off of Stadium 
Way heading east onto Grimes Way. Then take the second 
right-hand turn heading south on Ott Way where a brown 
sign on the corner says “Veterinary Hospital.”

Hospital Switchboard	   

Small animal appointments...................509-335-0711
24-hour emergency service....................509-335-0711
Veterinary Hospital Fax..........................509-335-3330 

Remember to sign up online at 
the WSU College of Veterinary 
Medicine web site to keep receiv-
ing the WSU Community Practice 
Service newsletter free via email.  
Instructions for doing so can be 
found on the last page of this 
newsletter, as well as informa-
tion about receiving a hard copy 
by paid subscription.  

It’s free, so don’t be left behind 
at the starting gate!  Hard-copy 
mailings to non-subscribers will 
end on January 1, 2007, so be 
sure to reply soon!  






