
Everything You Wanted To
Know About Adult
Vaccination But Were
Afraid To Ask

Paul Kohrs, DVM
Assistant State Veterinarian

Washington State Department of
Agriculture

Background

• Canadian border opened on November 19,
2007 to all cattle born after March 1, 1999

• Canada discontinued vaccinating for
Brucellosis approximately 15 years ago

• Washington State requires an official
Brucellosis vaccination prior to entry into
any breeding herd (WAC 16-54-083)

Background

• Washington began a mature vaccination
program in the mid 90's to accommodate
Canadian imports.

• WA was the only state accepting Canadian
cattle for mature vaccination.

• Because of this, animals were stopping in
Washington for mature vaccination and then
moving on to other states-often with only
Washington ID.
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Background

• WSDA had reports of Canadian ID tags
being removed and questionable
branding practices.

• Several of the last BSEcows were
born after March 1, 1999,5000 ... we
were setting ourselves up for another
2003 wreck because the only ID these
animals had was Washington ID tags.

What does the change
mean?

• Only animals of Washington origin will
be eligible for mature vaccination.

• Out-of-state/country must meet the
TB and Brucellosis testing entry
requirements and then be quarantined
for 90 days to meet residency
requirements-vaccinated on a case by
case basis.

• The average cattle client will not be affected
if he wants to "catch-up" on his
vaccinations; he can still vaccinate resident
animals.

• Clients importing unvaccinated cattle will be
discouraged from doing so, but if they come
they must be held in quarantine for 90 days
to establish residency.
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