STATE OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

P.O. Box 42560 e Olympia, Washington 98504-2560 e (360) 902-1800

February 22, 2008

TO: Animal Services Staff and Accredited Veterinarians

FROM: Leonard E. Eldridge, DVM f 7
State Veterinarian ’

SUBJECT:  Transportation of Nonambulatory Livestock

In Washington, it is a crime to transport or accept delivery of nonambulatory livestock to, from,
or between any livestock market, feedlot or slaughtering facility. Under RCW 16.52.225, this
violation is a gross misdemeanor punishable by a maximum fine of $5,000.00 and one year in
jail. In addition under RCW 16.52.080, it is a misdemeanor punishable by a maximum fine of
$1,000.00 and 90 days in jail to transport or confine livestock in a manner that jeopardizes the
safety of the animal or the public.

Recent events in California and the nationwide recall of 143 million pounds of beef highlight the
importance of the issue both from the perspective of public health and food safety and prevention
of animal cruelty.

If you observe nonambulatory animals being transported to or from any livestock market,

feedlot, slaughtering facility, or similar facility, bring the situation to the attention of the owner
or operator of the facility and fully document and report the incident to my office. If the

situation is not corrected within a reasonable amount of time or prior to transport, the situation
should be reported to local law enforcement in accordance with RCW 16.52.015. As violation of
these laws is a criminal offense, enforcement is by local law enforcement and not by the
Department.

Under chapter 16.52 RCW, “nonambulatory livestock™ means livestock that cannot rise from a
recumbent position or cannot walk and includes, but is not limited to, livestock with broken
bones, severed tendons or ligaments, nerve paralysis, a fractured vertebral column, or metabolic
conditions. In addition, it is a violation of chapter 16.52 RCW to transport or confine livestock
in a manner, posture or confinement that jeopardizes the safety of the animal. This includes
animals that may be ambulatory but are too ill or weak to be transported without jeopardizing the
animal’s health or public health. These situations should also be fully documented and reported
to the owner or operator of the facility and to my office. If not addressed, these situations should
also be reported to local law enforcement.
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