
$ 3 NORTHWEST SCIENCE

SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC FACTORS AFFECTING HAY.
WASHINGTON

L. D. LEEPER
Superintendent of Schools! Oakesalale, Washington

Those interested in history never tire
c f  v i s i r i ng  h i . . l o r i c  spo ' :  and  see inq
items of interest that mean so much in
the development of the Great West,
and at the present time we are witness'
ing an awakehing in the history of our
own regiolr, especially ol our own siate.
I attribute no little amount of this to
1he  wo i l (  be ing  c r - r i Fd  on  by  t rF  h j s -
l o r y  l eache rs  i n  t h i :  f i e l d  o f  t he  va r i ous
colleges of the Inland Empire. Certainly
those students who have been fortunate
enough to listen to Dr. Herman Deutsch,
of Washington State, and have com-
pleted his coulse of the same name,
cannot fail to have a more appreciative
understanding ol the Pacific Nofthwest.
This course has had that effect upon
this writer and many others with rvhom
he has come in contact during his brief
career as a teacher in this state.

It is so common for many o{ us to
wish to make a study oJ some drea,
persrnal i ty, or place, that is already
ou i l e  we l l  k l ' own ,  and  rhus  mrny  i 1 -
teresting incidents or places are passed
over. This person soon discovered that
he was living in a viilage which was
significant because of its obscurity, not
only in other counties, but by business
men and other laymen light in my own
county of Whitman. Furthermore, it is
not my wish to embauass thos.,. present
from the eastern part of this state by
asking them to locate Hay, W-ashington.
v F c  v n r '  a " a  r : p h l - i t  i . ; n  t h F  q o u l h

western part of Whitman County some
thirty-five miles southr4'est of Colfax,
and fourteen miles south of Lacrosse.
A like distance from Texas City or
Junction City i l  ycu are acquainted
with those two historic spots.

My interest in this l i t t le vi l lage be-
came quite acute shortly after assum-
ing the duties as superintendent of its
schools in 1939. This never abated
during the two years I served in that
capacity, and i t  was given a new l i fe
$'hen an offer came to do some gradu-

ate work in local history for the Social
ate work in local hisiory lor the State
College ol Washingtoon.

In attacking the study the lirst task
of course was to determine just what
area was to be included; this proved
to be Jairly easy through the inter-
vrews which had been previously ar-
ranged, with several of the early repu-
table pioneers of that section of the
counhy. These interviews proved to
be so valuable and so interesting that
several of them were written up quite
thcroughly, duly signed by the nar-
rators, bound, and placed in the Library
oJ the State College, and used as one
of the basic reierences for the study.

Numerous leads were given in these
interviews that were followed up in
the old files ol the local papers: the
Lacrosse Clipper and Colfax Gazette.
Your speaker lound very Little diffi-
cully in getting these pioneers to relate
their experiences, in fact he had some
trouble in getting them to leave out
scme iDcident that was of interest to
them but had little bearing on the sub-
ject at hand.

These two sources, pioneers and pa-
pers, were the chiel ones used lor the
completed study, however County Of-
fice I'iles, old Atlasses, general works,
and minor surveys were used to a good
idvan lage .  A ' so  i 1  was  f ound  necess l r y
to drive more than 2500 miles around
over the area to check some facts and
conditions that were read or learned
of through various sources. The ser-
mons listened to in the Lutheran
Church proved to be an interesting
source for the account relative to the
Norwegian Settlement found in that

It  may interest you to know that:
one of the parties interviewed gave me
information that is not to be made
public unti l  1951; that one was an em'
ployee of Bradstreet's for many years,
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' but upon visiting Hay in the early part
of the 20th Century decided that here
was the place for him to make his for-
tune-his judgment was colrect; that
another boasted over the fact that his
Jather helped defeat Chief Joseph, the
cause for which perhaps needs strong
dafense, and that another received her
cert i f icate of appointment as the f irst
postmistress ol Hay direct from Presi-
dent Cleveland.

So one might go on with the back-
ground of this study, but pelhaps some
of the findings will be more acceptable.
One soon finds that the population of
t h j s  aaea  i s  composed  o f  two  ma jo r
groups: Those from the Piedmont Belt
i nd  ad jacen l  r eg ion  l o  l hF  wes l :  t hey
are spoken of as Tarheels, '  regardless
of the state of nativity; the other group
of course is the Norwegians who came
up from California, from the Great
Lakes Region, or from the Old Country.
The migration oJ this latter class covers
about two decades and was completed
in the early twenties, while some oI
those from the Atlantic reglon wer-e out
here short ly after the close of the Civi l
War.

We f ind that there are about 1?5
Norwegians livlng in a vell defined
locality not intermixed with the other
inhabitants of that community. These
people like to let you know that they
have not had a single member of their
group convicted of felony and only
one has ever been arested for any
crime-the one exception being for
having too many spirits within. The
"Tatheels" also have a vety fine record
in this respect but not to be compared
with the foher. In visiting with the
Carolinians one will find those who like
to tell of the horse rustlers that lived
jn their midst in the early days and
how the Vigilantes worhed. Rumor has
it  that one would not have to look far
even  l odcy  t o  f i nd  some  o f  l he  rema ins
of this old gang oI course the profes-
sion ceased to be lucrat ive long ago.

Of more interest however is the fact
r h r '  ? 5  n p l  e p r i  o "  i h F  v n ' r r h  o f  i h e

Norwegians remain in the community-
This means that the farms are absorb-

ing most of the population increase.
Fifty-three per cent of the other group
likewise stay at home, but the tendency
oi today, 1940-1941, is for the youth to
leave and enjoy the high wages found
in the delense industries. Whether
they return or not, remains to be seen
but no doubt will be a lactor in chang'
ing the social pattern of the community.

The most surprising fact that this
party discovered relative to the popula-
tion was the very few mardages be-
tween these trvo peoples. There have
been but four or five consummated;
two occured during the past two years.
Thus it requires little stretch of the
lmagination to understand the interre-
lationship that of necessity must exist.
Nolv this does not imply that these
people do not mingle or associate with
each other. On the contrary they at-
tend the same schools, entertainments,
visitation between a Tarheel" and
Norwegian family. It will be interest-
ing to observe ho wlong this condition
wil l  continue because members of the
Scond inav ian  g ruup  a re  v i pwed  as  p r i ze
catches by many of the other'.

This community was served at one
time by several small trade centers but
Hay is the only one that remains today-
Three thriving llttie hamlets ceased to
exist sorhe years ago when ihe main
line of the railroad was shifted farther
west ahd a modern highway was put
through. Riparia at one time was a
terminal for both railroads and naviga-
tion lines but today there is not a store
of any kind to be Jound thele-not even
a gasoline pump. A warehouse marks
the spot where Pampa once thrived,
and Canyon is no more, while Central
Ferry. or Bridge as it is called today,
do€s serve the tourists who pause for a
few minutes to vjew the mighty Snake.
Hay has been more fortunate in that
no high\tay has molested it, holvever
train service is iust a skeleton ot what
i t  once was. Furthermore. indications
are that it \^,'ill continue to exist as a
trade center -tor years to cone but in a
much minor capacity.

I ts continued existance can be at-
tr ibuted to i ts being so far lemoved
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from larger centers and the poor con-
nections it has had with the outside
world up until the past two years. Its
life is being threatened now from two
angles-better roads-and the loss of
its school through the Reorganization
Program. However it is very doubtful
if the general store, repair shop, and
two or three units will be forced to
move oui or close do'wn for several
years, because this area is such a se-
cluded rural community that it will
require many ol the foreging services-
at prices which will warrant their
remaining.

The vi l lage churches are decidedly on
the decline but the Penteeostal which
is a militantly Evangelistic group yet
has a strong hold on the community
activities, including such events as
school programs and competitive ath-
letics. There are those who adhele to
the belief thai their children cannot
participate in any p{ogram where a
costume is required, regardless of how
simple it may be, even to a decoration
in the haif or jewelry ol any krnd,
furthermore taking a shower bath with
other students is forbidden-a belief
that works a hardship on those who
need to, or want to, take par-t in physi-
cal education classes during the day.

The Lutheran Church which is located
some six miles from Hay is one of the
finest in the state and ranked as the
best east of the Cascades. The mem-
bership is increasing at a fair rate and
the Sunday School is growing very
rapidly; it is one of the most active
organizations lhat ir  has been my privi_
lege to became acquainted with. Per-
haps this group would enjoy knowing
that the members oI this church sup-
port their minister so liberally that they
furnish him a lovely parsonage in
Lacrcsse, a salary of $1?40 per year and
just recently they gave him a new
Buick for a Christmas present. Yes,
these larmer lolk are quite well fixed
in a worldly sense and not a one ol
them has made a failure of his un-
dertakings so far in the history of the
settlement, but some few have had to
struggie to stay on top.

The value of farm equipment has in-.
creased quite rapidly during the period
surveyed, an indication that they are
trying to enjoy some of the comforts
of lile as well as to conserve human
resources. This is a commendable
practice if not canied to the extenr ro
jeopardize one's economic position.. A
survey made of the farms lost because
of this revealed that relatively few
have lost lheir places becaule of l iv ing
beyond their income.

One cannot help observing the
number of new cars and other improve-
ments that are very much in evidence.
Especial ly has thjs been t l 'ue during
the time of the Federal Allotment pro-
gram. There are many farmers that
trade for a new car each fall, and few
there are who do not have a pick_up
and lruck in addit ion 1o the family car.

Another development which is be-
coming very pronounced is the change
from the production of wheat to a com-
b ina l i on  o I  l i ves tock  and  g ra in  g row ing .
The farmers have discovered that the
marginal land, broken up when wnear
commanded a good price, is now more
valuable for other purposes and, fur-
ther, that it is a good policy to rnarket
some of the grain on foot. This move-
ment is of very recent origin and is
gaining in popularityj perhaps the ex-
periment being carried on by t}le Fed-
eral Soil Conservation Office on the
R. D. Smith farm is a strong factor rn
promoting the change because of the
success and advantages such a plogram
has demonstrated.

The Mccregor ranch is the outstand-
ing one in this entire area. Its history
goes back to the days when this state
was but a territory, and, it has seen a
constant growth until today it includes
some 33.000 acres. Tt is not known just
how many acres have b@n sold re-
cently to farmers, but the acreage is
considerable il one accepts the state-
rnents made by larmers that have pur-
chased land from this family.

Many ol us look back upon the year
of 1932 as the darkesl of the depression
years, but at that time this ranch was
feeding 26,000 to 30,000 hogs and 5,000



lambs, which were produecd right at
home. The wheat fot: all this livestock
was stored in their 68,000 bushel ele_
vator and in the steel tanks on the
ranch which mor:e than hetd the baI-
ance of the 100,000 bushels produced
annually.

Their thrashing crew consists of three
gangs of equal size in order to make for
more efficient wolkj in addition to
these three crelvs they are r€quired to
maintain three camps of twenty men
each to crre lor the sheep during ihe
year, therefore, it is readily seen that
to operate this large ranch requires no
little work and planning on the part of
the present manager, Maurice Mc.
Gregor.

For a number of years, the farmers of
1l^js community nad been wilhoul_ any
type of cooperative program; but of
recent years the Grange and other re-
lated groups have begun to furrcuon.
The CTain Grower's Associat ion is
definitely an organizatioo which works
for the welfare of the larmer-s, both as
a group and individually. One of the
greatest services which this Association
rend . r s  1o  l he  f a rmers  i s  l ha l  o l  sL lp -
p l y i nq  t hem w i t h  ready  cash  du r i ng  t he
weeks preceding harvest. One ol the
officers told me that it was not un-
common to Iet out as much as $80,000
each year to farmers in need of work-
ing capital. This organization does not
wish to compete with the banks; bur m
many cases the banks are slow to mal<e
the loans, whereas the former is not
afraid of the investment. The records
show that not one dollar has been lost
by this type of aid but many new mem-
bers have been added because of this
needed service and thls year a nrce
dividend was declared for all rhe
rnembe!s.

The cooperative store in Dusty has
been ve.y jhstrunenlal in reducing rhe
cost of gas and oil to the far"mer and
has paid him dividends on his pur-
chases through the general store, and
is also makihg lor a uniformiiy in the
growing ol grain and livestock of that
area.

There is little reason to believe tLlat
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the rive! transportation will become a
factor of much weight wiihin the near
future. A rather extensive survey
ca$ied on by the speaker during the
pasl year gave no indications that the
Snake River would be the scene oI the
inicdents reminiscent oI earlier days.
The big drawbridge which spans the
River at Riparia has had to open but
twice during the past year to permit the
passage of a barge up the river and its
relum a few days later- but many ele-
vators ale being constructed, or have
been erected, during this same ume
along the railroads to permit the mov-
ing of grain by the iron horse.

In trying to surnmarize this paper
may I state that Jamily life in Hay will
continue stable lor many years to come
because the majority o{ the people
are exceptionally consetvative in theif
beliel and view divorce in an unfavor-
able l ight. There is not a sinqle divorce
or divorcee in the community, although
one famiiy did move away and later
separated, but it is no longer considered
a member of the locality.

With the passing of the schools,
fewer trading centers, and the consoli-
datioD of the farms, the people can look
forward to a diminishing amount of
wholesome recaealion for t l le | jemain-
lng number.

Just how long the land can absorb
lhe younger generations as i t  has been
doing remains a moot question. Ir  1s a
weli e$tablished fact that the youth ol
this communily are lemaining oo the
farrns of an e|er increa*ing acceage.
This condition is balanced by a lower
birth-rate, but hele obe must consider
the condit iohs which ihe present com-
pus i l e  p .pu l c I i on  has  c re  ed .  name lJ ,
the major port ion being the middle-
aged gloup, which has a very low death
rate. Modeh transpoltat ion and the
desire Jor a di i lerent type of enteltain-
meRt than that found at home may be.
the factors that wi l l  cause t ire younger
people to seek .their fut lrre elsewhere.
This bel ief is supported to some extent
by the lvider cutlook Jound among the
young 0ouples aDd thei l  discussiolrs oI
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the shortcomings of the local commu-
nlty.

I should not care to leave you with
too pessimistic a picture with this
rather brief discussion of a local area
of our state. We all agree that this
centul:r has brought the famer much
that history will call progress. His
horizon has been enlarged until he is
seeing and operating larger farms, and
is visiting larger and more modern
retail stores. The farmer of Hay and
community is able to give his \i/ife and
children advantages such as no farmer
in history could ever dream of provid-
ing, He is rightfully sharing in the
luxuries that a highly elfective machine
culture has provided. He is remaking
his lite and is becoming adjusted to a
new world which he undoubtedly linds
more stimulating, interesting, and
worth while than his forefathers found
it to be.

Certainly this urbanization that we
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are experiencing marks a major turn-
ing point in the cultural and social
history of mankind True, it has left the
farmers, as v/ell as the city man, with
many adjustments to make. But have
we ever had a perfect civilizationt No.
Certainly much that is ideal has been
achieved in given phases of our farrn
life, arid this applies to the little com-
munity in southwestern Whitman
County. Our youth o! farmers of HaY
may readily escape trom an environ'
ment that they illslike and lihd room
elsewhere to develop the talents or
special interests that they may have'

For the people within the little ham-
let of Hay: They have the poor comlort
of knowing that their lot is not soli-
tary: lhere are many lacing the same
tuturq They read and hear ol facto-
ries leaving the cities but likewise they
know ihat such is not {or them because
the suburban areas secure such enler-
prises.


