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Although the National Academy of
Science was not established until 1863,
there existed in America other scientific
organizations much earlier than this.
The Philadelphia Academy of Natural
Science celebrated its centennial in 1912,
Also there are numerous state academies
of which the CaliJornia Academy of
Science, dating from 1853, is the best
known in the West.

On January 6, 1892, under the leader-
ship of P. C. Eastwick of Portland, there
was organized the Science Club of Port-
land, which became incorporated in De-
cember of that year as the Oregon Acad-
emy of Sciences. The officers of this
early organization were: Dr. A. E.
Rockey, president; Dr. H. D,Arcy power,
first vice-president; P. G. Eastwick,
second vice-presidenu Prof. J. Burn-
ham, third vice-president; B. R. Baum-
ga{dt, secretary and treasurer; M. W.
Gorman, B. S. Pague, C. F. Jewett, mem-
bers of executive commiltce: P. G. Easl-
wick, librarian; M. W. Gorman, assistant
librarian, and Dr. H. D,Arcy power,
curator.

Meetings were held monthly at which
scientific lectures were delivered. The
titles of these early papers follow: ,,The

Electrical Transformer," 1^/. C. Cheney;
"The Development of Astronomy in the
Last Four Centuries," B. R. Baumgardt;
"The Microbic Origin of Disease,,,A. E.
Rockey; "Glimpses of Past Civilizarlon
at Intervals of One Thousand Years,,, I{.
D'Arcy Power; "Topography of the Up-
per Columbia," Wm. Cuthbert; ,,The

Evolution of Man," John Fiske; ,,Hercd-

i1y-A Study in Phycology,,,J. Burn-
ham; "The Spectroscope,', Rev. Father
O, Summer; "The Nebular Hypothesis,',
B. R. Baumgardt; "The Formation ol
the Earth's Crust," Prof. Leonaral C.
Cochran: "The Succession of Planls, '
Prof. Henry Bolander; "The Origin and
Distribution of Admal Life," Prof. I.
L. Washburn; "The Advent of Man,,,
Di. H. D'Arcy Power; "The Develop-
ment of Mind," Prof. J. Burnham; ,,The

Growth of Civil Institutions,,, Prof.
Frederick Young; "Practical Meteorol-
ogy," B. S. Pague; "Is the Position of
the Humane Society on Viviseclion
Truly Hurnanitarian," A. E. Rockey;
"The Condit ion o-l  the Atmosphere in
the Carboniferous Period,,, H. D,Arcy
Power; and "The Food Plants of the
American Natives West of the Rocky
Mountains from Mexico to Alaska,,, M.
W. Gorman.

The constitution and by-laws ol this
early Academy provided for the even-
tual establishment of a museum. Sohe
donations were actually received, par-
ticularly in the fields of entomology,
geology and paleontology. The charter
of the corporation provided that should
it, at any future fime, lail to continue
its proposed work or allow its charter
to become fodeited its collection and
library should revert to the City of Port-
land to be placed by it in some public
institution for general use and benefit.
The organization at the end of 1Bg2
numbered 115 members.

The records of the Corporation de-
partment in Salem show that the Acad-
emy was dissolved on August 6, 1910,
in order to make way for a new Oregon
Academy of Science, which received its
charter on Augusl 18, 1910. The incor-
porators were J. D. Lee, president;
Frank W. Power, secletary-treasurer,
and A. W. Mil ler, curator and l ibrarian.

The state press, particularly in Port-
land canied between 1892 and. 1912
nulnerous newspaper accounts of meet-
ings of these two organizations, both
in Portland and olher towns of the
Wil lamette'val ley. The papers were al-
ways on subjects of general interest
rather than in highly specialized fielals.
No records appear of activities of the
Academy after 1912, and the name was
dropped lrom the Portland city direc-
tory in 1914.

On April 3, 1943, in Corvallis on the
occasion of the Fifth Annual Biology
Colloquium, a group of scientists gave
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cons  de -c r i on  l o  t h .  de - j r ab ' l i t J  o I  r e -
o rgan rz inS  l be  o ld  O 'eeon  A "sdpmy  o i
Science. A committee was appornted to
investigate the needs ol science in Ore-
gon, and if it were considered feasible,

.to proceed to lay plans for such a re-
organization and to repod back at the
time.rf the meeting of the Pacif ic Di-
vision ol the Amerrcan Association for
the Advancement ol Science in Corvallis
on  June  l 4 -19 ,  l 9+3 .  The  com:n : t l ee  ap -
pointed consisted of Dr. A. Knowlton,
physics, Reed Collegej Dr. D. B. Charl-
r on ,  (  hpm is l r y ,  r eJ l r ps { . n l i ng  I ndu " r r y ;
D r .  War ren  D .  Sm i th .  t seo logy ,  Un i ve r -
sity of Oregon; Dr. C. R. Monk, zoology,
W i l l ame t te  Un i \ e r " i t ) ;  D r .  H .  P .  Han
sen, botanyJ Oregon State College, Mr.
Stephen N. Wyckoff, U. S. Forest Serv-
ice; Portland, Mr. Lei'oy Childs, Hood
F ivp r  Expc r iman t  S ra t i on ,  r ep resen l  . l g

agr'rculture, and Dr. F. A. GilfiUan,
science, Oregon State College, chairman.
Due to the cancellation o{ the AAAS
meeting scheduled for Corvallis the
committee did not convene until October
16, 1943, when i t  gathered in the olf ice
of Mr. Wyckoll in Portland and recom-
mended the adoption ()1 a constrtutjon
ba "ed  rpu r  t he  co r " l i l u l i ons  n r  I ne  s tT te
science academies of California and o{
Ohio.

Final organization ol the Academy
was effected on October 27, 1943, on the
occasion of Oregon State College's Dia-
mond Jubilee. O1licers were elected at
that time to serve until the first pro-
gram meeting which was planned lor
January in Porlland. These {irst officers
were as follows: Dr'. A. L. Strand, Ore-
gon State College, president; Professor
J. S. Mccrath, University of Portland,
plesident-elect; Dr. F. A. Gi1f i l lan, Ore-
gon State College, secretary (lor a two-
year term), and Dr. R. R. Huestis, Uni-
versity of Oregon, treasurer.

I n  i r cco rdan .e  w i t h  l hcsg  p lans  t he
first program meeting was held in Port-
land, on Saturday, January 15, 1944. Dr.
S l r r nd  p res i c l ed .  An  rdd rc "s  o i  ue l -
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come was given by commissioner Dor-
othy Mccullough Lee, representing
Mayor Earl Riley of the city of Portland.
Papers were delivered in five divisional
meetings, as formal sections of the
Academy had nol yel been urganized, a
total oI 39 papers being presented. In
r l - e  4  oc lock  LLs iness  mee l i ng ,  o l l i ce r s
for 1944 were elected as follows: Prof.
J. S. Mccrath, University oI Portland,
president; Mr. Stanley Jewett,  U. S. Fish
and  Wi l d i i f e  Se r \ i ce .  p res iden t -e l ec t :
Dr. R. R. Huestis, University oJ Oregon,
treasurer, re-elected.

P -ov i s i on  was  madc  l o r  l he  o rgan iTA-
tion of sections in Biological Sciences
and in Geology and Geography, and
oflicers for the latter section were
elected as follows: Dr. Warren D. Smith,
University 01 Oregon, chairman, and
Dr. Tra S. Allison, Oregon State Col-
letse, membcrqhjp chairman. The gen-
eral meeting held in the evening was
open to the public. On this occasion,
ly'lr. Ivan Bloch oI the Bonneville Power
AdministratioD delivered the address on
the  'App l i ca t i on  o i  P , rwe r  t u  Pus twa I
Industlial Development in Oregon." At
the close of this address, Prolessor Mc-
Grath took over the gavel as president
ol the Academy lor 1944.

The purpose of the Academy is best
set lorth by President Strand as fol-
l u ! . s t  "War - l ime  emphas i s  on  sc ience ,
together with the imminent postwar
industrialization of the state, has cre-
a led  an  ; n l e r csL  i n .  a l nd  a  demand  fo r ,
scientific information that only such
a state organization can supply. To
meet this demand, both now and in
the future, the Oregon Academy ot
Science pledges its all-out support to
our great Commonwealth."

The interest of scientists in the state
of Oregon gives assurance that the
Acrdamy is now laun.hed on a per-
manent foundation and will continue to
render valuable service to the state of
Oregon.


