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The lag between achievement in the
natural ciences and social action has
long been a matter for serious concern,
Today, it is something of a paradox that
a society capable oI atomic power en-
gineering fails to demonstrate any sub-
stantial degree of efficiency in the {ield
of social engineering. The contrast is
presented between phenomenal techno-
logical development in the industrial
and agricultural sciences on the one
hanil, and lack ol social planning and
o  ga r i za  L inn ,  , l l - conce i ved  adm in -s l r a -
tive policy in the public services and
the  pa tho log ies  o l  c r i n l e  and  depen -
dency, on the other.

Lp l  us  exam in l .  b r i e f l y  t l ^e 'mp l i ca
tions ol this discrepancy in the field of
the pol ice arts and scjences. Crime
rates are high in the Northwest in com-
parison with the national average. The
best available estimatcs indicate that
t he  annua l  cos t  o l  c r ime  i n  l h i s  . eg ;on
is gr€ater than the total annual appro-
f r iE l i ons  1o  un i ve rs l r i es  and  co l l pges ,
plus the total annual cost of the public
educational system in this area. Rural
districts combine with urban centers to
generate a drain on the resotuces of this
region greater than the total annual
income from agriculture. The full story
lo crjme in the Northwest has not yet
gained the attention of the citizen and
taxpayer.

To this must be added the huge costs
of dependency, for the causes appeal.
to be practically identical, and the so-
cial and economic losses resulting lrom
traffic fatalities and accidents, as well
as retarded traffic flow and congestion.

The taleDts and energies ol one thous-
and scientists were harnessed for one
year to the immediate development of
the atomic bomb. Who can predict
the results il we were to intensify re-
search in the social science lield on a
comparable scale?

When the history oI the American
police is written, the past three de-
cades will be recorded as the era ol sci-
entific crime detection. During this
period almost unbelievable advances
have been made in the application ol
scientific disciplin€s to investiga{rve
procedure. All o{ the arts and sciences
ha'e been bror,ghl ; ' r to play n the de-
tec i i on  and  app rehens ion  o f  { he  c r im in -
a], and the production of evidence
agJ rns l  h im .  A l  t he  d i . po !a ]  o l  t he  i n -
vcs l i ga to r  a re  l he  m i rac le !  o I  phys i c5 ,
chemistry and other facilities for the
laboratoly analysis and identification
o i  ques l i o r r co  m . l p r i a l s  i r . vo l ved  as  ev i -
dence in c-riminal cases. Much is yet to
ccme fron1 r€sealch in the scientific
disciplines of chemistry, physics, biolo-
-gy, botany, geology and other natural
sciences in extending the reach ol the
scientific crime detection laboratory.

The trained police officer and detec-
tive, supported as theJ, are today by
the technical resources of the labora-
tory, present an almost lnvincible com-
b ina t i on  i n  r he  i nven t i g3 t i on  o I  c r 'me .
The €ra of scientilic crime detection
has witnessed the virtual extinction o-t
the so-ca]1ed crime mystery. From the
r€cclds we are compelled to conclude
th r '  t he  po l i ce  i n  l he  No r ' hwe l l  heve
been doing a magnificant job of law
enforcement. With the investigative re-
sou rce \  nou  a t  t he  d i sposa l  o t  t he  po -
l ice, the criminal cases feported to them
for investigation are being solved and
the offenders are being jailed and
buoked  to r  j r i a l .  S fa l i s l i . "  cove r i ng  ad -
m iss ions  t o  p .n i t en t i a r i e " .  . e fo rma to r -
ies, training schools, 2nd releases on
probation, reveal a convincing measure
o+ s r r . -oss  in  +L is  r^en6. f
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siderable accuracy that enforcement, as
an instrument oI cnme control, has been
given a lail trial. It has not produced
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the results anticipated by a society that
has worshi,oped at the shrine of punish-
men i  as  l he  ma jo r  s l r a i egy  i n  comba l -
ing the crime problem. An ascending
crime curve reveals that our traditional
productivity in the field of legislation
has  accomp l i shed  ve ry  l i t i l e  i n  cbbnS-
ing the warped behavior pattern ol the
delinquent and criminal offender. We
are coming tardily to the realization
that social change is not brought about
automatically by the passage of laws.
The arrest, jails and penitentiaries stand
as trademarks of faj lure in a social sys-
tem which until recently has concerned
itse1l with the end result rather than
with the conditioning factors that pro-
duce the juvenile and adult offender.

Research here and abroad has thrown
new light cn delinquency, and it is now
known to those who have lollowed this
research that the attack upon crime and
dependency must begiD in the plastic
perjod of chj idhood. Today, rhere is a
discernible shilt in emphasis in the po-
Iice field from enforcement to a pro-
phylactic criminology that parallels the
concept ol preventive medicine. The
movement is upstream toward the nur-
sery and at points in the life oI the
youngster where personality, tempera-
ment, attitudes and other lactors that
condition personal efficiency are llexi-
ble and where behavior patterns are
bcg inn ing  t o  l ake  f o rm .  Th i s  i s  a  l ask
far more complex than enlorcement and
a challenge to research in the social
sciences 1o gel about the job of showina
lne way.

The police, no less than the workers
in other fields concerned with the
health, happiness and weliare of child-
ren, have an jmportant parl  to pla) in
the lormulation of those qualities which
make for self-reliant and law-abiding
citizens. Research thus far reveals that
approximately three and one-hal l  per
cent of the public school population at
the primary and elementary grade
school levels are cases of sick behavror
requiring special expert attention. The
records further reveal that approxi-
mately ninety-two per cent of this three
and  one -ah l I  pe r  cen l  cDp roach  ma t r r i -
1y  j n  pen i l en l i a r i es ,  j a r l s ,  r e fo rma lo r i es ,

mental hospitals, or as community lia-
bilities in one fo|m or another. Identi-
. t ied by their leachprs in early l i fp as
high social dsks and flying the danger
signals of impending delinquency and
crime, we continue to stand by and
watch these youngsters go overboard
later in an abortive solution to lile's
problems. Pol ice administrat ion and
other administrative seLvices now rec-
ognize in a general way the promise of
preventive tactics in the approach to
crime control. Further progress in this
direct ion. awaits the avai labi l i ty oI
trained personnel and the research de-
velopment of technjques and procedures
by  wh i ch  l eade rsh ip  i r nd  resou rces  i n
the community may be focused upon
the discovery of the individual develop-
tng behavior problem case, its diagnosis
and readjustment.

Although the literature 01 criminolo-
gy has expended rapidly during the
past thirty years, a research program
should be directed towald the need for
texts and reference works in all phases
of the pol ice arts and sciences. There
is an urgent need for specific texts and
manuals in the General Administration
of Justjce, Police Organization and Ad-
ministration, Patrol Service, Police Tac-
tics, Criminal Investigation and Icienu-
{ r ca t i on .  Fepo r l  Wr i r i ne  and  Po l i ce  Psy -
chiahy.

Research should be instituted lor a
treatise dealing with personal identi-
lication. Every aspect lr1 identification
shuuld be embodied in th;s work, in-
cluding the contributions that are to be
found in the volumes already published
i r  t he  f i e l ds  o l  ana jomy .  b i o l ogy ,  an -
thropology, physiology, histology and
other sciences. Genetic studies, occupa-
tional studies and all other scientific
inquiries made in connection with iden-
tification should be included in such a
tleatise. This majoi contribution can-
nor, be placed between the covers of
one volume and, more than likely, may
reach the proportions ol an encyclope-
dia.

The |e  i s  as  ye l  no  wo rk  dea l i ng  e r -
c l us i ve l y  \  i l h  po l i ce  s ra t i s i i c s  and  s i n .e
the police problems differ lrom all other
fields of activity, it is now imperative
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tha r  some  a l l en l i on  be  g i \  en  t u  t h i s  sub -
j ec r .  The rc  j s  so  much  l ha l  ; s  f a l se  c i r -
culating concerning crime that the time
is now at hand to appl]' to each aspect
ol police work all of the disciplines as-
sociated with the highest development
of statistical analysis. What is the story
on crime and delinquency? What is
t he  a . l ua l  na iu re  o f  r i r e  p -ob lems  i n
connection with tralfic regulation and
control that confront the modern police
department? What are all the details
connected with \iice in the community?
These are the stories that ar.e yet to be
told in the scientific language of the
statistical analyst. Here is an oppodun-
ity for a monumental contribution to
the police arts and sciences.

In his Criminal Psgchologg, Hans
Gross has suggested some of the values
oI the application oi psychology to in-
vestigation. Since the publication of his
work, other books have been published
in the United States and other coun-
tries in this field, including studies ol in-
srrumenLaL deception delection. Hffe is a
r i ch  and  v r rg i n  f i e l d  f o r  pnychoLog i ca l  r e -
search. Because European workers have
given this matter wider attention than
we have in this country, their publica-
tions must first be consulted before the
research is instituted here. The trans-
lation project mentioned later would
place signif icant material at our dispo-
sal.

Po l  i ce  pe rsonne l  ad ' , n i n i s r ra r i on  i s
worthy of the best scientific research.
What pcrsonal chara.rer 'rsl  jcs pecul iar-
ly qualify men for the various branches
and positions in the police service? How
does it happen that some men have all
the apparent qualifications and yet lack
thc abi l i ty to perform sLrccessful ly the
duties of a poUce officer? This en-
t r anc ing  sub jec t  i n  a l l  o l  i l s  de la i l s ,  i n -
cluding the applicatioD of scientilic
t es t i ng  p r i r c i p l es  I o r  I he  se lec l i on  o {  r e -

cruits, must of necessity receive the at-
tention of research experts who are
trained not only in the sciences that are
applicable in this field but who also
\now  some th ing  abou t  po l i ce  rFqu i re -
ments, both in theory and practice.

Your attention is invited to another
aspect of police research related to the
l i l e ra r )  i e l d ,  t he  t r ans la l r on  i r t o  Eng -
lish of important sci€ntjfic works now
available in many languages of the
world. Many ol the finest contdbutions
to scientific police procedure are yet 1()
be translated into English. French,
Ge .man .  T la l i i n  and  Russ ian  scho la rs ,
among others, have been prolific con-
tributors to modern police literature.
The works of such distinguished police
scientists as Castellanos of Havana;
Gambara and Vucetich of Spain; Car-
rana and Ottolenghi of Italyj Locard
and  Be r ' i l l on  o I  F rance :  C rassbc rge r ,
L i i chem ano  the i r  assoc ia l es  o f  Aus -
tria; Schneickert, Philipp and Meyer
of Germany; Matsui and Takahashi of
Japan, in addition to important con-
tributions lrom the Russian Archives of
Criminology and Forensic Medicine at
Ka rkov .  shou ld  bp  t r ans la teo  i n to  Eng -
l i sh  and  made  ava i l ab lo  ro  t he  Amer i -
can police officer and the student of
police science and administration.

Every aspect of police service ts as
technical as medicine and engineering
and it, therefore, follows that from re-
cea "ch  mus l  come  the  oas i .  l ecnn iquc \
and procedures that will assist police
administration in achieving its objec-
tives- State and local administrations
are yielding to a strong public demand
for the use of scientific methods. Uni-
versities and colleges in the Northwest
can  make  jmpoc tan t  con l r i bu l rons  i n
this respect by bdnging their resources
for training, research and consultation
into contact with the needs of the public
service.


