anatomy to reveal tangible differences between members of the genus Ariolimax
(Moerck) and some Achatinidae respectively. Mead found that not only did a careful
study of the genital system reveal tangible differences between species and genera,
but that the study was also valuable in arriving at an understanding of problems in
phylogeny, taxonomy, and even physiology. He states, “to be absolutely sure of an
identification of an immaculate specimen from a new locality, one must examine the
genitalia” He placed a limitation on the area by stipulating a new locality, but I
found in my study that positive identification of a specimen from any location is
based upon an examination of the genitalia.
Anatomy of the reproductive tracts in taxonomy is not without its problems.
Franzen (1963) states that, “the extent to which anatomical characters of species
. within a genus may be used successfully as a guide to systematic relationship is dependent
upon sound knowledge of the nature and degree of variation that may exist among
the members of a freely interbreeding local population, or among a disjunct population
of the same species. Without information concerning the nature and degree of individ-
ual and geographical variation within a- population or in a series of populations,
anatomical data can not be employed in full confidence.”
Despite the reservations that one must take in using and interpreting this sort of
data, I am convinced that studies of this nature will help to clear up much of the
chaos that exists within the taxonomic schemes of many classes. Boudreaux (1962)
summarizes the use of reproductive data in systematics best in stating, “that reproductive ;
data are objective, and may be put to excellent use in helping to decide the relationships
of arbitrary taxa whose erection was based upon subjective interpretation. Even though
reproductive data are impossible to secure for many cases of dubious classificatory
procedures, these data nevertheless should be used if available because of their lack
of arbitrariness.”

. Comparative genital anatomy of some Afri Achatini
e M of Come ¢ 105:219-291.)'1950‘ e African Achatinidae (Pulmonata). Bull. of

Pilsbry, H. A. In manual of Conchology Vol. 9, Philadelphia, Conchological section, Acad. of Nat.
Sci., 1894. p. 76.

—————— . Land Mollusca of North America (North of Mexi . Philadelphia, 1 i
4 (Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia. Monogre;;l‘-:nor)lo. 3; pclphia. 1940 2 vols. in

Porter, C. A. . . . . .
o] %23‘ 196(;?mparlson of genitalia of two sympatric species of Haplotrema. Nautilus, 79(3):

Watson, H. The affinities of Pyramidula, Pasulastra, Acanthi ? i
Noalacologinel S ae® 1o ramidila, P 1920‘7:: canthinula and Vallonia. Proceedings of the

Webb, G. R. Anatomical studies on some midwestern Succineidae

Tennessee Acad. of Sci., 28(3):213-218. 1953. and two new species. J. of the

e Accepted for publication December 27, 1967.

i’ Association News

The forty-first annual meeting, held in Ellensburg, Washington, on 22 and 23 March
- 1968, was again one of the best on record. There were 285 registered in attendance for
- the 178 scheduled papers. These figures include the 53 students who were registered as
: giving a paper and thus received a free banquet ticket and a one-year membership. The
© student l?articipation has been high for the past two meetings, which is what we have
been trying to encourage. Five graduate students were awarded modest grants to help
: support their research this summer. The facilities and the hospitality at CWSC were

both excellent. Comments heard from the attendees concerning the meeting were
- generally very favorable.
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