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A Reinvestigation of the Type Locality of Cottus tubulatus

Hubbs and Schultz (1932) originally described Cottus tubulasus from specimens
taken from the Clearwater system of north-central Idaho. Subsequently, C. rwbulatus
was considered as a form of the widely distributed and variable C. beldingi (Bailey
and Bond, 1963).

The type locality for C. tubulatus was reported as a tributary of the North Fork of
the Clearwater River that headwatered near Bovill and flowed past Kendrick and
Julietta, Idaho. The stream was described as permanent to a point a few kilometers
above Kendrick and perennial to the mouth (Hubbs and Schultz, 1932). However, this
description does not fit any tributary to the North Fork of the Clearwater. The
physical and flowage descriptions describe the Potlatch River. The Potlatch River,
however, flows into the Clearwater and not into the North Fork of the Clearwater.
I conclude that the type locality for C. twbwlatus is located on the East Fork of the
Potlatch River a few kilometers upstream from Bovill, Idaho.

Hubbs and Schultz (1932) based their description on 3 specimens collected
from the tributary in question. I have examined 10 specimens from the East Fork
of the Potlatch River, 5 km southeast of Bovill, Idaho, near State Highway 8. Counts
and measurements from these specimens generally agree with those recorded for
C. tubulatus by Hubbs and Schultz, although fin ray length to head length ratios
are greater in my specimens (Table 1).
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