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Notes on the Hypothetical List of Oregon Birds

Abstract

Eleven raxa from rbe hypothetical iist of ll species of birds of Oregon (Gabrielson and Jewett,
1940) are discussed. New information and taxonomic comments ptovide sufficient reason for
the removal of nine of the species. Thtee species listed as hypothetical in Oiegon by Bertrand
and Scott  (1971) are menr ioned.

Thirty-three taxa are listed by Gabrielson aod Jewett (1940) in their hypothetical
list of birds of Oregon. Their hypothetical list includes raxa on insufficient evidence
or infolmation listed for Oregon. Four spcies in the families Diomedeidae and
Procellariidae reported by Townsend (1839) ate also on the North American hypo-
thetical list (4.O.U., 1957). Stone (1930) has shown that these four species prob-
ably were reported erroneously. Eady records by \Toodcock (1902) appear to have
little basis and are discussed by Gabrielson and Jewen (1!40).

Some of the taxa on the Oregon hypothetical list have been removed subsequent
to Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) and are ieviewed in this paper. New information
on spcimens collected in Oregon, and taxooomic and nomenclatural tleatment of some
taxa listed as hypothetical by Gabrielson and Jewetr (1940) are discussed. Scieorific
names heading the following accounts are as listed in Gabrielson and Jewett (1940).
In addition, three species on a hypothetical list in a recent check-list of birds of Oregon
(Bertrand and Scott. 1971) ate also discussed.

Anas rubripes rwbripe: BTack Duck

Jewett ( 1|54) collected an adult male (t'Me P.M. Lais) at the Summer Lake Game
Management area in Lake County on 12 November 1950. The species is presently
considered monotypic (Delacour, 1956). The Lake County specimeo is in the Oregon
State University Museum of Natural History.

Buteo lineattu! elegans R.ed-shotldered Hawk
Eggs, collected by Bendire (1892) near Camp Harney io Harney County on 17 April
and 6 May 1878, and now in the U.S. National Museum of Narural History, are re-
ferable to this species of hawk (Blowning, in press; see also Bent, 19J7).

Falco columbariu richardrcnii Pigeon Hawk
This pale race is included in the Gabrielson and Jewert (1940) hypothetical list on
the basis of records of Bendire (1877, 1892) and Brooks (1896). Some specimens
of nominate columbatiut from the vrestern palt of its range are neady identical to
specimens of richadtonii, which breeds east-northeast of Oregon in the southern in-
terior of Canada and the prairie states (see Temple, 1972, p. 333). Oregon records
of richad,tonii are probably examples of F.c, colunbariu rhat breed in Alaska
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(Temple, personal communication). An adult male. collected at Fort Klamath in
Klamath County in October and novr in the U.S. National Museum, was identified by
Bendire as dchardtonii but has been reidentified by Temple as oominate columbarias
(seur. ^femple, 

1972). I consider all tecords of ricbadionii in Oreson doubtful.

Lopbortlx calilornica calilomica California euail
The correct gender for the Greek wotd ortyx is masculine ( \foods, 1944, p. 170);
therefore the corlect name of californica is californicut. Grinnell (1931) has shown
that rcce adllicola Ridgway, 1885 is not selmrable from nominate californicus. I lollow
Grinnell (1911) in considering ullicola a synonym of the nominate race. Gabrielson
and Jewett (1940) included an addirional tace, arecra, described by Oberholser
(1932) as breeding in southcentral Oregon, in their Iist of birds originalty described
from that state. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) make no further mention of orecra
and consider the breeding race of the species in Oregon to be aallicola. I lind, arecra
indistioguishable from nominate calit'ornic*t and follow peters (1!14) and van
Rossem ( 1939) in considering the n me arectd a synooym of rominare califomicus,

Atetuda interpreJ interpret Fr]uddy Turostone
Gabrielson and Jewett (1940:603) place nominate intelpre! or\ the Oregon hypo-
thetical list on the basis of records by Woodc<xk (1902) and consider mo,r.inella an
itregular fall and spring migrant to the Oregon coasr. Nomirare inretpret is ch^r-
acterized by its extensive black back, wheteas moriryella is rnote chestout above, with
slightly shorter wings (cf. Ridgway, 1919; Salomonsen, 1950). Color differences are
very apparenr in birds in breeding plumage (see Harrisoo and Harrison, 1971: plate
3). Birds in fall and winter plumage are not distinguishable by color.

I have examined 12 specimens from Oregon, inciuding those from the collections
that Gabrielson and Jewett (1!40) referred to as morinelk. Six of these were col_
lected during the fall. One fall specimen is within the range of variation of nominare
ir?terprct kL wing lengrh (cf. Ridpay, 1919). Of the remaining six specimens, all
collected in May, three are referable to morinella and three are clearly referable to
nominate i.ntetprc!.

In North America marinella and tominate interpret interbreed in northwestern
Alaska (Gabrielson and Lincoln, 1959). Conover (1945) considers the popularion
in Alaska and the birds migrating on the Pacific coast referable to motinelLa, Specimet
evidence does nor support Coflover's cooclusiori, and I follow Gabrielson and Lincoln
(1959) in considering the intergradiog population to be more similar nominate
interpfer. ^Ihe names cinclxt Pal.las, 1811, oahuentit Bloxham, 1826, arrd noaa
Mathews, 1917 applied to rhe intetgmdes of Alaska and easreln Siberia are considered
synonyms of nomin te intetpter (Peters, 1934; Vaurie, i965).

Stercorariur lon gicau.d*t Iong+ailed Jaeger
Jewett (L942) reponed an immature female found in Lincoln County near Delake
on 8 September 1940 and anorher immature female three miles south of Seal Rock
on 23 September 1940. In addition, an immamre male was collected at Barview in
Tillamook County on 30 August 1941 by T. McAltister (ftde J R Jehl., Jr.). The
thfee specimens are in the San Diego Natural History Museum. Sanger (1!70,
p. 353) reported collecting a light-color phase, subadult female (the label indicates
the specimen as male) at 47"36'N I3I"54'W (ca. 575 km W Villapa Bay, I(ash-
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ington) on 19 August 196). The specimen is in the N7ashington State Museum, Uni
versity of Washington.

Drlt o bat e t tulttal,li N:ott^ll's'ifloodpecker
This species of Picoi"clet (rcasu Short, 1971) has beeo verified to have occurred in
Oregon ( Shorq 196r). A male and female P. nuttallii wete collected at Ashland in

Jacksoo County on 3 ^nd 4 February 1881, respectively. The specimens, now in the
British Museum, were earlier cited by Haigitt (1890:2451 and Ridgway (1914). The
Newberry specimen io the U.S. Natioral Museum discussed by Gabrielson and Jewett
(1940) may have been collected in oorthern Califoroia (Short, 1p5)). There is no
further evidence of rhe occurfence of this woodpecker in Oregon.

Tyra,nnus aociferartr Cassin's Kingbird

Jewett (I)421 reported the only known Oregon specimen of this kingbird, an im-.
mature female collected at Mercer in lane County on 4 August 1935 by Overton
Dowell. The specimen, identified as nominate o,ociJetans, is in the Oregon State
University Museum of Natural History.

Sayotnit nigricans dgrican: BIack Phoebe
Overton Dowell collected an adult male at Mercer in Lane County on I June 1916
(Jewett, 1942). I have examined this specimen and find it referable to semiatrc, the
whiter, northern breeding race. A pair of Black Phoebes was discovered nesting near
Ruch in Jackson County in 1959 (Richardson and Snrtges, i964). Single pairs have
nested annually, since 1959, ar rhe same location, where the species has been photo-
graphed (Browning, personal obseNation).

Dend,roica magnolia Magnolia rVarbler

An immature female Magnolia 'i7arbler collected near the mouth of Euchre Creek
(12 miles N \Tedderburn) in Cury County on 18 September 1971 is the first speci-
men record for Oregon. The bitd was moderately fat and weighed 9.1 grams at the

time of collection. The specimen is in the Delaware Museum of Narural History.

Piaicola enuclaator Jlanmula Pine Grosbeak
Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) include the rr.ce llammula on the Oregon hypothetical
list on the basis of a siogle specimen which they did not see. This specimen, an adult

female, was collected near Ironside in northefn Malheur County on 17 December 1919
by Alex Walker. Other spcimens coliected from a flock at the same time, two of

vrhich are in the University of California, Los Angeles collectioo and one in the
natural history collection at Oregoo State University, are stated to belon8 to the race
ah:censit (GaLtrielsoo and Jewett, 1940). I have examined these specimens and find
that UCLA No 26221 bears the name fLammula as idenrified by H. C. Oberhoiser. I

compared the specimen to winter specimens of races collected in North America and
Asia in the National Museum and find it teferable to montana, ComPared. o ca ottae

aod, ahtcm: , the specimen is sepatable by its longer and staighter upper mandible
(see Jenks, 1938). I find the specimen separable from flarnmula by its longer tail,

smaller bill depth, and paler back color. Specimens of lna tana and caliJornica, a

smaller zubspecies from the Sierra Nevada in California, average paler grey (Miller,

1940), with fewer reddish feathers on the back than other North American subspecies.

All color differences in Palearctic birds are too variable for subsPecific separation
(Vaurie, 19)6) and a comprehensive review of North American populatioos of Pini'
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cola anacleator may show similar charactetistics, especially in the populations breeding
in Canada and Alaska. Two of the four specimens, UCLA No. 26222 and OSU No.
1941, are allo referable to mufiana. Specimen UCLA No. 26220, at adult female, is
correctly identified by van Roasem as a arcensis,

The subspecies lno?rt rna rcgulaiy winters and possibly breeds in the \(allowa
Mountains in Ifrallowa County ( Marshall, 1969). The winter distribution of alarcentit
r: 

9regon 
is based on three specimens from Sisters in Deschutes County listed by

Shelton (1917) and on the specimens from Ironside (Gabrielson and Jewett, 1940).
I could nor locate the specimens from Sisters, and Gabrielson and Jewett (1!40)
make no mention of seeing them. The subspecies flanzm*la is lror known ro occur ln
Oregon and should be removed from the hvoothetical list.

Critetia for aurheoticated records of the species listed in the checklist of birds of
Oregon by Bertrand and Scoa (1971) are rhe existerce of specimens or identifiable
photogaphs. These authors list 24 species that they consider unauthenricated or hypo-
thetical in status. Their hypothetical list of species includes 13 species from the hypo_
thetical list of Gabrielson and Jewett (1940), who include subspecies. One of these,
Tyrannu aociferans, has been collected in Olegon (Jewet, 1942). Bettarld arrd
Scott (1971, with no explanation, completely eliminate from their checklist 15 species
that appear in the hypothetical list of Gabrielson and Jewett (1!40). Two of
the 15 species eliminated, B&reo lb?eatu! and Dendroica magnolia, have been discussed
in this paper. Three of the 24 species reported on a hypotherical list by Bertrand
and ftott (1971) are discussed below.

Calid.tir acuminata Sharp-tailed Sandpiper
A juvenile was photographed two miles south of rhe mouth of yaquina Bay in Lincoln
County on 1 September 1968 (Hoffman, 1972). The species is a rare migrant to the
coasts of Vashington (Jewett et al., 1953) and Califotnia (Atwood, 1!70).

Erzdonycbwa hypoletuca Xantus' Murrelet
An immature male was captured and photographed 115 miles west of Cape Falcon
at 4)" 4/N l25"5VW on 28 July 1969 ( Scott et al., 1971). This southern species
has been collected in !/ashiogton ( Jewett el al., 1913i Feitsteit, 19j8) and in British
Columbia ( Sanger, 1973).

Sphtus laurencei Lawrence's Goldfinch
An adult male was photographed ar Talent in Jackson County h the fall of 1962
( 1963, Aud. Field Notes, p. 61).
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